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Intemal Circular : 01/2022
To all Land Registrars,
Pavment of stamp duty on lease and morigage deeds
uinder the Section 2Z of the Stamp Duties Act No. 43 of 1982 and Section 31 (6), (7) of the Notarial Orders
Act. documents to be written and certified by a Notary are subject to the prescribed stamp duty. Section 36(2)
of the Registration of Documents Ordinance provides that a land registrar shall refuse to register @ document
subject to stamp duty if the actual stamp duty has not been paid.
02. 1t has been reported to me that although legal arrangements have been made regarding the payment of
stamp duty for documents, some Notaries do not pay stamp duty on the second copy of the documents they
certify. This is a loss of revenue to the government and our Department has a problem in issuing
accompanying copies of those documents to the pubtic.
03.1 have previously issued circuiar No. 03/2021 to mitigate this situation. In case of payment of stamp duty on
legal documents to be credited to the account of Commissioner General of Inland Revenue, please note that
when submitting the document for registration, a copy of the stamp duty paid receipt for the second copy or a
photocopy of the said receipt certified as a true copy by the concerned notary public should be attached to the
original copy for acceptarice.
04. In case the second copy is stamped for the prescribed stamp duty. a copy of the said second copy shall be
certified as a true copy by the Notary and submitted for registration along with the original copy. ’
05. Regarding the documents that do not fulfill those requirements, [ would also kindly inform you to proceed
as per the Section 36 (2) of the Document Registration Ordinance.
W.M.M.B Weerasekera
Registrar General
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