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CONSULAR FUNC’I‘ IONS ACT

INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING REGISTRATION OF BIR'I'HS
DEATHS AND MARRIAGES

; PART 1
¢ GENERAL |

1. Provisions of Consular Functidﬁs Actf'— (Annex “A*’)
Section 7 of the Consular Functions Act Provides as 'follows -
(1) Evary D plomatrc or Consu‘ar Officer is an Additional District chxstrar fur

~ Registration Act (Chaptcr IIO)
(i) A Dlplomatzc or Consular Officer can reg:ster 8 birth or death--

(@) of a citizen of Sri Lanka and - :
(b) which occurs in’ the forctgn country to WIuch he is accred.lted or con-

(iii) Sut,h rcg1stratlcn will have the effcct of areg’ stranon donc in Sri Lanka

Ny Rcmsnalxon Act. ,
{v) Curtification of any statutory document by a DI plomatxc or Consular

e 2. Substantive Law relating to l?f.egistration of Births and Deaths

The law relating to the uplstratlon of a birth or dcath is contained in the Births -
and Decaths Rogistration Act (C: D- 110). of the Legisiative Enactments of Ceylon

1956 (page 115). The regulations rglating to regstraticn of births is containud in

: - the Subs diary Legislations of Cc,ylon, page 146 (1956). The instructions set out
- below have buen framed on the b‘.qls of the above-mentioncd laws and regulations.
! .. Howevcr, eviry Diplomaticor Consular Officer should also acquaint himsclf with the
' provisions of the Births and Dcaths RLL,iStl?thﬂ Act as we]] as the regulations

referred to above. :

3. Who Can Register a Birth or| Death 7"
, 3:1 Onlya D ‘plomatic or Consular f)ﬂwer is empowered under Section 7 of
b the Consular Functions Act to regnster a birtk or death
o 1%—-A 091842 ' :

any district in Sri- Lanka W. thm the -meaning of tlw Births and D(,aths'

currently accredited. | _ | S

{iv) The substantwe law that must be followed in the rcglstrahnn of a blrth 01' :
dcath is contained in the Births and Duaths R g stration Act, which must be-
rcad with the chenges: neecssary to give eficet to its prowslons in the special
circumstences of areg strat:on ina fo:ugn country, and in- the purforma.noe _
of iic- functions of -the - 1e:"strat1(n of 4 birth of dcath,a Diplomaticor.
Conswar Officer must comply W1th the prov;sn.;ns of the Baths and Doaths

Officct should be under the designation of ** Additional District Rgistraz.”

Gazctic No. 10693 of 16.1 July 1954, dnd reproduced in Chapter 110, Volume 2 of
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3:2.A Dlplﬂmatlc Ofer pieans the Head of Mission of a member of the

' Dﬂf?m“iw staffl of such Mlsslon, ie. those holdmg a Diplomatic pa.ssport

33 A Consular oﬁige; means any perspn who ia appoirited as a Consular Oiﬁcef |

‘by the Minister of Foreign Affairs, but does not include an Honorary Consul.

However Honorary Consuls could perform certain limited functions. - Necessary

forms for making of declarations for registration of births and deaths could be
collected from and handed over to -an Honorary Consul for transmission to the
: =?tlflll'ﬂ‘OIli iate M'SSIOH The reglstratlon however will ta.ke place in the Mission.

4 Laoguage of Reglstratlon

_ Th\, registration of a birth or death must be made i in Smhala or, if the apphaant
s desires. in Tamil. - When. the Mission: is unable to register in Tamil, it ma}' be
1egtsteted in Enghsh :

. & English Translations ‘

I most cases Sri Lankans llvmg ahroad wou!d require Bnghsh translatlons ol the
birth or death registration. . The applicant must bo informed. that thougl- the
. -registration i5 m Sinhala or Tamil, he can have an English translation of such regis-

- teation, if he so desies. Where he wishes to have an English translation, he must
-+ buissued with such tmnslatmn in ‘the form at Arme\‘ “B" or B(Z) upon payment of
- rthe appmptmtg, fees, : -

6. “Numbering

- Each bicth. and: death regxst&led shou]u. be given a number in the releVant cagc

. . ‘Ine numbermg, shoulct be fram 01 to 10, 000
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| PARTH
“REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS.

L Thhe_Limit for Making an Application for Registration of Birth
1:1 Anapplication for registration of a birth must be made and the registration
. effected within three months of the birth. T

1:2- Where an application for registration of a birth is made dffer three months
-and within one year from the date of birth, the D’plomatic or Consular Officer shall -

record the reasons for the delay in making the application and autherise registration

- ofthe eventasin 1 : 1 abovg-a#ﬂ if it is after one year, send such application along
with his report to the Registrar — General, Colombo, through the ~ Secretary, _
- Ministry of Forcign Affairs (Consular Affairs Division) = = :

1:3 Where the Registrar-(!?reneral directs that such birth be . registered by the
. Diplomatic or Consular officer, the latter shall upon receiving such commumication . .
through the Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Consular Affairs Division)
register such birth without delay. A - ‘

2. What Births Can Be Régisfered 7 _
. 2:1 Two conditions must be satisfied before a birth can be registered. They

) . -.._T._.I-.....A . “

- () The child born inust be a citizen of Sri Lanka (Section 7(1):of the Consular .
. Functions Act). Please note, therefore, that every child born to a Sri Lankan -
" mational fpationals in a féréign country is not automatically entitled to be
registered under the Consular Functions Act; and | ' '
© (i) The birth must have taken place in the country of your accreditation or
concurrent accreditation; | ,

3. Whe is a Citizen of Sri .Lan!ka ? :
3:1 Two pre-conditions.—Two conditions must be satisfied before a child born
in a foreign country can be consicliered to be a citizen of Sri Lanka— o '
- (i) The father of such child should be a citizen of Sri Lanka at the time of the

e child’s birth ; and o

(i}) Such birth should be fegisterecf ﬁnder Section 5(2) of the Citizenship Act—

[—

(@) normally within one year of the date of such birth ;
() at either— ’ o .
. (i) the Diplomatic or Consular Office of Sri Lanka in the country of
birth ; or | i
(i) at the Ministry of Defence, Colombo. (Please see paragraph 3 :4
below). - 4 ‘ '

3:2 Section 5(2) of the Citizenship Aet provides for. (the fegistration of illegiti-
mate children—see (15), i




3 3 How do’ you determine wherher the father Is a citizen of' Sri Lanka 1—The
father of the child whose birth is sought to be registered under the Consular Functions
~"Act may be deemed to be a citizen-of Sri Lanka at:the time-of the child’s birth where :

@) he produces & Sri Lanka passport duly issued to him which is valld at the date
of the blrlh 'of such ichild;:and _ :

(ii) he makes a ‘declaration of cutnzensh:p as follows —

KL, mmiesesnniiesnssssesssssessssssstssrssssssnsssssasseccnsennsssessesges Of 1o -
(name) _ (address)
bearing Srl Lanka Passport NO: cveverieeccsiosmsemssiriresasenne. issued at ...... - :
O Cumeecerenniesensrarssanessassasssasas hereby solemnly and-truthfully declare and’ aﬂirm that
I'wasa cmzcn 'Of St LanKa OIL /nueveceennsessisneisersnntnmnss s s ssssssissase was not, on
: ' (date of birth'of cluld) | '
- this date ) cxtlzen of any other country.”
- - . Signatre.
Withess. B - ' '
S . o S (Name and desfgnatfon of
Date : .oviivecenns seeansansreensies SRR - officer of Mission.)

. .Explanatory Note : :
Please note that the above declaratlon is required on account of the fact that if h°

o -had acquired cxtlzenshlp of anothcr country he automatlcally loses Sri' Lankn |

- cluzcnshrp

. 3: 4 Registratron of birth of a child under the szenshfp Act ¢

3:4:1 Under the cmzenshtp taws of Sri Lanka a person born after 15th
: November, 1948 is a citizen of Sri Lanka, if at the time of his birth his I'ather isa.

citizen of Sri Lanka. . ‘

3:4:2 However, m the case of a child born’ outside Sri Lanka, there is an

- additional technical requirement that the birth of such’child should be’ registered

at the Consular Office or the Ministry of Defencé within one year of the birth of

' such Chl]d

3 :4:3 The registration of birth’ mider the Births and Deaths Reglstratlon
Ordmance must under normai clrcumstances be made within three monthis of the

birth. : :
3:4:4 Itwould be xmpract:cal to await the registration of the birth vnder the

Citizenship Act in order to register the birth under the Blrths and Deaths Regis-

tration Ordmance

3:4:5 TN THE CIRCUMSTANCES YOU SHOULD WHEN ACCEP-
TING AN APPLICATION FOR THE REGISTRATION OF A BIRTH UNBER
THE BIRTHS AND DEATHS REGISTRATION ACT, ALSO OBTAIN AT

THE SAME TIME A VALID APPLICATION FOR THE REGISTRATION

OF THE CHILD UNDER THE CITIZENSHIP ACT.
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3 4 6 You ‘can - then on accepting 'the apphcatlon tfor reglstratlon df - the

- lﬁnrth under.Section S(Q)iof ithe Citizenship Act, -proceed :mmed:areiy to registerithe

birth under the Consular. Functions Act without waiting until-the'birth is actually
neglstered in the Mlnlstry .of ‘Pefence, Colonbo,: under the szcnsh:p Act.

4, Who Can Apply For the Reglstrafion of a Birth ?

4 :1 Since under.Section 7 of the-Consular ‘Functions Act registration of a birth’

would only be-undertakeni in. respect.-of a citizen of Sri ‘Lanka, the father or mether

of the child should be. requlred wherever possible, to present ‘himself or herssif for
the registration of the birth of‘ the child.

~4:2 Where the father- ar mather-of the. Chl[d is.in very exceptional circumstances.
unable to make such appllcatlon due to both parents being dead. absence. from the

“ountry, illness or any ether. good .cause, the ’D:plomallc or -ConsularQfficer may, if
“he is satisfied of such except!onal iCircumstances, entertain an appllcatlon ‘made by .

the occupier of the house or, building in which the child was born, a person present at
the birth and by any other person having a charge of the child.

4:3 Where the parents are unableto attend personally the Mission may entertain

-.a written application sent: 1o-it by post or.through a third -party by the father of the

child or the mother or other person.under exceptional circumstances.referred ‘to at

i _.4 : 2 prowded the appllcatmn is supported by all the 1elevant documentatmn

B 5. - Necessity to Producg Birth Certiﬂcat'e of a 'Child.lasued in the Fore_’ign Country -

§:1 No app'lication forlregistration of birth shbuld be entertiined unless a valid’

‘birth certificate of the child|issued by the authorities in the country of such birth is-
- prcscnted to you along with|the apphcauon

:2 Such blrth certlﬁcate should contam the. names of the Iather and the mother.

6. Procedure for Registratlon =

6 : 1 What documents must be presented 7

(i) Application for reglstrauon of births under the Births and Deaths Registration
Act No, 17 of 1951 d% amended—in Declaration Form at Annex “'C”, if birth
18 registered within three months and Amnex * D™ if after three months.

{i1) Birth certificaté of ch|ld issued by the Competent Authority in the country
of birth of such child,

(i) Passport of falhcr
(iv) Declaration of c1t|zensh1p of the father. (Section 3 : 3 (ii)).

7. Regntrauon of Birth
71 Where the Dtplomatlc or. Conqular 0"ﬁcer is satisfied that the birth is.

. Tegistrable under the Blrths and " Dcaths Registration’ Acl in pursuance of the

powers vested in him by ‘Re'ct!on 7 of the Consular Functions Act he shall register

accurately the particulars of|the matters set out in the Birth Reglstrauon Book.




*

2 The birth reglstratlon form oontamed in thc book :eferred toat¥:1isim

_threo copies.  The three copies are contained in a single folio, the copies being -
- separatod by perforatlons The ‘one closest o the binding is the original ; the one .
in the centre .the. duplicate, and at the right hand corner is the triplicate. - The -

registering officer should. take extreme care to ensure that all three copies contain the
same information as those given in the declaratron form referred to at 6 ¢ 1(1).

Y 3 Once the partxculars are ente:ed and the rcglstenng oﬁioer is completolyo

 satisfied that the particulars have been accurately entered he should s1gn all three
- CO]JIIBS at the same nme

"~ 7:4 Once the teglstrataon is completed he should hand over to the apphcant
the triplicate copy of the reglstratlon, after sxgmng the certlﬁoate overleaf

735 If the applicant so. desires, the tnphcate -of the birth registration may bc'

" _sent fo the address given by the apphcant by reglsterod post, upon pre-payment of
: postage

8 Spec:al lnformatlon For Insertion in Birth Reglstration Form '

~"8:1 .1In the Birth. Reg;stratxon Form as referred to at 7.: 2 the followmg partl-
culars should be entered : L ‘

el 8:1:1 Against vansxon ” the name of the country where the Dlplomatlc or
‘Consular Office is situated and the name of the cnty, e g U.K. (London) or Indxa
_ (New Delhi).

8 1:2 Agamst * District "’ the words “ Colombo (Consular) »” -f

KX l 3 Enter passport part:culars of father of ch:ld on Iefr hand margm——
Passport NO.  cooovensvsmicimmicmmnasins
Tssued on s

Issued at D rereeeseeeriesrnreaararans everens .

T '§:1:4 The rest of the particulars should be taken accuratoly from the
[ Dcclara.tlon Form reforrcd to at 6 1(1). '

9.. l)upllcate copy of Reglstratlon Form

The duplicate copy should be torn off and to’ 1t should be attached the followmg
documents :—

(@) Declaration Form.

(b) Declaration of Citizenship.

v
.l'

10 The ongxnal copy of the Reglstratxon Form: should not be tom oﬂ.‘ the rogister
- and shonld be retmned in the Mission.

B




for the month

1. Transmlssion of Documents to Regnsu-ar—-eﬂcnwal

(1) The following docummts should’ be sent éach month to reach the Reglﬂfr&l’
General, at the address ; given below not later than the 15th day of the followiry

month— . .

' |a) Duplicate’ coples of all b:rths regxste:ed along wnth thelr annexures as at 9
~above ; te

' t_b) Retum of births in form at dmrex * E’.

(ii) Where no births are registered: for a pam'cuiar' month, a NIL return must |
be sent, and in lieu of dupllcates a NIL ccrt:ﬁcate should be sent (for purposes of
statistics).

(iii) Addrc'ss The Assistant chiﬂtrar-ﬁmeral
Central Record Roony
- . Maligawatta, Maxadana
- Colombo 10, :
 Sri Lanka.

(1v) The documents Jshould be sent in- a sealed envelope addressed to the -

. Registrar-General, 7o the Secreta:‘y, Ministry of Foreign' Affairs (Eansu]ar Affair
- . Division).for onward ttansmtssxon to the Regastrax-General“ _-

W The covering letter fo Becretary, M‘lmstry of F‘orelgm ‘Affairs (Cohsu‘!ar
Affairs Dwxs:on) should state the ‘number of- Eurths regrstered in your Mission

N i
F

12, luk to be Used im F.illmg Bnrth Registmtion Forms and Procedre. for Making -
" Corrections -

(@) All entries should be made. in' permanent biack ink. 1If an incorrect

- entry 18 made a straight line should be drawn across the incorrect entry so that the

jncorrect entry should be legi ble|even after cancellation: . |

- (b) Ifaword has been omitted by error it should te msert’ed at the appr oprmte

| plaue between. the lines indicated by a stroke.

(¢) Under no mrcumstances shouldt ank em‘ryf be. altered: otherwmb than by
adopting the method set ont abave.

- (d) In the case of every amenﬂment' Bywayof insertivn; o delehon, the officer
should place his initials on the left hand side of the matgin of the Bll'fh Registration
Book agamst the amendment -

13.  Issue of Birth Ceﬂ_'tﬁﬁcnw

- 13:1 Where the applicant wants to- huve a copy. of the birth' u:mﬁcate, .
should, after the birth has been |registered as.at 7, apply for as’ ‘many copies a¥ he

wishes to have of the birth certificate.  Such application should be made in form a% -

Annex* F’ and the certificates shall be isgued in the 1anguage in which it is registeted.
If Tamil or English translations ase required by the applicant, a separate apphcaﬁon
should be made lfom ﬁle PUIPOSE.




jssug such birth ceriificates, from the Security Pad which is provided for . this.
~purpose upon payment of the appropriate fees, . . L : |

14. Registraticn 'of Twing, Trjple__ts" : . -

" 15.” Reglstration of Bl

e where the parents

Each child’s birth should be registered separately and in succcéswe foligs of the
Birth Registration Book. : ' o - . '

rth of Tllegltimate Child Whose Mother E3a Citizenof Sri Lanka

néhi{a Act, a child born out of wedlock and not legitimated
had not married each other even after the birth of the child)
if his mother is a citizen of §ri Lanka at the time of the

(i) Under the Citize

is a citizen of Sri Lanka,

* Usirth of such child (Section 5(2) andScction 9 of Citizenship Act).

~ Form, :
offect, otherwiss a ling should be drawn across this cage.

the mother of such child shp_i_:ld adduce the same evidence

(i) 'Ih the circumstances, '
father of & child born in wedlock set out in these

of citizenship required from a

- instructions., o
. (iliy The father's tiame could be inserted in the relevant cage in the Registration.

only if both parents dgree to do’so by giving'a written ‘declaration to that

(irv)‘ In cages severi and eight of the relevant form, information should 'be_g‘iven

' '16. Fées - ,

'of the maternal grand father and great grand father. . o

.‘ , T.-hé, fees payable by the applipaﬁt fo;- registration of a birth ﬁr,é, as follows :
" 16 :1 (i) For régiétration of birth L =3
| (i) For issue of birth certificate or each additional.. ' —£.10

capy thereof - o .
: (iiij Postage e , " e Actual amounts
' “(iv) Declardtion for registration of- birth affer -three - —
: months and within one year :
- A{v)y De;la.ra.tipn.{br registrgtion‘bfbirth after one ycarr. . —

" 6:2 The foes payable mentioned at (2) above will be recovered.in the currency
* of the country where the Mission is situated and would be determined by conversion

of the fee stated in sterling pounds at the official rate of exchangs, Where the
n Jocal currengy. is not divisible by 10, it could be increased to the next

-; amount i _
» multiple of 10 for the,sake of gopvenience. .
. ‘!,';-';-t:..-m,;_.l,; L -
SRR e e e
T S ST AT UL I
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PART 11

* REGISTRATION OF DEATHS

: 1.. Whose Death Can be Registered

, _ ]
! I':1 A death can be registered

(i) The death had occurred in t
accreditation.

2. Proof of Citizenship of Deceased

2: 1 Passport of the deceased
*of his citizenship.

3. Proof of l.)eath' Gecurring in a Co
3:'1 The.death certificate issued.
which the death occurred is adequate

- Place.in that. country, - :

. provided the following conditions are satisfied ;

?

under Section 7 .

(1) The deceased is a citizen of Sf'i Lﬁnka, and

he country of your accreditation or coneurrent

valid at the time. of death is adequate evidence

uitry of Your Accreditation

evidence of the fact that such death had taken

_-5 ~ 4, How Soon 'Aftérllfeath Shdh!d-Apblic_ation_For Registraﬁ'ﬁn of Death Be Made? .

Y N . The application for registration of death should be tade to tlie'Misaion‘; |

_ within three months of such death,

.. for fegi_stratio'n of death could not be made within three jnonths of the death.- E

4:3 In-case of doubt the questionf may be referred to the Secretary, Ministry

- of Foreign Affairs (Consulay Affairs Diivision) who would issue directions regarding
registration in consultation with the Registrar-General, ‘ '

5. Wlnn Can Be an Applicant For the Registration of a Death?

—--1- An apy'ication for the registy
- the following persons : b

(@} The nearest relative of the decea

ati&it_pf 2 death may be made by any one of

sod ‘who Was present at the time of death or

, . A
I attendance duving ths lastillpegs ot the deccased ;-

(&) A relativi: of the deceased who resides in the country wherg the death occtisred ;
(¢) M there is no such velstive, any person who was present at the death ;

(d) The main occupant of the house

where the death occurred ; .

(e) The doctor in charge of the hnspital or ‘public fustitution where the deatk

vccurred ;

(f) If there are no such’ persons, the pstson who takes action to dispose of the

_ body of the diceased by burial, ¢r
J¥ee__A 0p18490 '

d

emation Jr by any other means.

of the Consular Functions Act

by the Competent Authority of the couatry in.
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6 Pmcedure for Reglstratmn of Death

‘ 6: 1 Application.~The informant- should ﬁll tha form at Annex G1 OR G2

-'  when makmg an. apphcatlon fm the reglstratmn ofa dcatb,

6 2 What l)ocuments Should be Submitted With the Appllcatlon?

() Duath cortificate of the deceased issued by the Comp:tent Authority of the

country in which the death took place ;

(i) Pasrport of the deceased or if the deccased is a minor the passport of the parent

in which the cndorsemcnt regarding the minor is made.

7. Registration of Death

T: 1" Wherethe Dlplomatlcor Consular Officer is watlsﬁcd that thc death is regls—
tiable undor tho Births and D.aths Rogistration Act in pursuance of the powers
vasted in him by Seciion 7 of the Consular Fuiictions Act, he shall reg ister accurately
- tie pd:flcu ars of the matters sct out in the Duath Reg'stat’on Book. The cause
- ef death. g'ven in Eugl'sh or any other foreign Iauguaga may be- transhtceratmt mto

" ‘_Smluila or Tamil as the case may be.

_ Ths D,ath Rng: stratton Book 1oferred. toat7: l is in thrt.e copies. - The
- t]uce copms arccontaingd in a sihigle folio, the copics being separated by psforations.

© Theone clusest to the binding is the original, the one in the contre, the duplicate and

- at the right hand cotner is the triplicate.  The registcring officer should take extreme

© gire 1o ensure that all three copics contain the same tnformat'on as those given m '

. the declaration form referred to at 6:1.

+.7: 3 Once the partticulars. are entered and the registering officer is satlsﬁed that
- the particulars have bccn accuratoly entered, he should sngu all th,rr-e copies at the '

game time

"7:4 Once ih""regi.,tratiou 18 C()Iﬂplthd hé should hdnd ovgr to ths applicant
tJ it rphcarc bopy of ths reg: sl:rat:on, after signing the wrtlﬁcate ovirleaf. :

' 7 5 if the apn!lcant 50 dem‘es the trlphcate of the (death registration nuy be
saat 10 the adch 88 given by the apol.lcant by registered post, upon pre-payment. of
pmtagJ , .

8. Special Fformation For {nsertion in Deatht Registration Form

. 8:1 Inthe Duath Rogistration Form at Armer ) H the Followmg pavticulars
shou'd be enfercd :-

-

§:1:1 Agninst © Division * the nisme of the country where the Diplomatic
or- Comsular Officy is situaied and the name of the city; e.g. UK. (Londrm} or
Indla (Nuw DUIRH o

812 Against* District ™ the wondc (.olombo (Consular)“

$:1:3 The rovi of ihe particulars’ should be takr'n accurately me the
appllm’tmn ot

L
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o 9 “Duplicate Copy of Registraton Farm =~

" the duplicate copy should be'torn off and fo it should bo attuched the followiny
~ documents : . | C o

- (@) Application form |;,a‘ud
{b) Declaration of citizenship. \
10. Transmission of Documents to Reglstrar-General |
(i) The 'fo]ldwi_ng documents should be sent each month to reach the Registrar-

- General, at the address|given below not later than the I5th day of the following
- month— : : | | :

r(a) Duplicate copies of all deaths registered along with their annexures—as at
q-wabove ;o i | o

(h) Return of deaths in form at dnnex “I".

- (i) Where no deaths are registered for a particular month, a NIL return must be

- semt and 1n licu of duplicétes & NIL certificate should besent (for purposcs of'statistics).

(iii) Address : The Assistant Registrar-General,
‘Central|Record Room,
Maligawatta, Maradana,
Coiomhlo 10, '
Sri Lanka,

(i) The documents should be sent in a sealed enyelope addressed to the Re gistra-
Geneial, to Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Consular Affairs Division) for
onward transmission to the Registrar-Gemeral. -

(v) The covering lotter|to Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Consular Affairs

Division) should state the number of births registered in your Mission for the montB;

P -]

c o
oKy

11, Death Certificates ™

11: 1 Where the applicant wants to have a copy of a death certificate, he should,
after the death has bcen‘registered. as at 7, apply for as many copies as he wishes
to have of the birth certificate. ~ Such application should be made in form at Annex
* 37, and the certificate nlmy be issued in the language in which it is registered. If
Tamil or English translations are required by the applicant. A separate application
should be made for the p'urpose. : - ' :

B T s |
7 R ]

1! : 2 The Diplomaticor Consular Officer shall upon receipt of such appliéa_i?:n
issue such death certificates from the security Pad which is provided for this purpose

gpon payment of the applropriate fees.

ra oy o R T g Ty T IR e PRI R R




12, Fees

12:1 The fees payable by the apx;licant for registration ofa deathare asfollows ;-
(i) For registration of a death - - g3
. (ii) For issue of death certificate cr each additional .
(iii) Postage . " e ' . e A__ctual amount
~ (iv) Declaration for registration of death after three months.and. '
~ within one year ' o —
(v} Declaration for registration of death after one year - ., —

12:2 The fues payable mentioned at 13:1above will be recovered in the curreacy
of the country where the Mission is situated and would be determined by conversion
of the fee stated in sterling pounds at the official rate of exchange. .

o ‘Where tﬁe amuunt_ in local currency is.not divisible by 10, it coald be iﬁcreaéed
o the next multiple of 10 for. the sake of convenience. ' :
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| PART v -
REGISTRATION OF MARRIAGES o
. “A”

1. Provisions of the Consular‘Fuuc'tn'ms Act

‘121 . Under Section 5 of the Consular Functions Act, a Diplomatlc or Consular
Officer is dcemed to be an Additional Dlstnct Registrar for any diStrict in Sri Lanka

~ within the meaning of the Marriages (General) Ordinanace (Chapter 112) and the
Kandyan Marriage and Divorce Act (Chapter 113) and a Reglstrar under the
- Muslim Marriage-and Divorce Act (Chapter [15),

1 2 The provisions of the Mamdge Registration Ordmance and the Kandyan

Mamage and Divorce Act and the Mushm Marriage and Divorce. Act apply, subject

to necessary changes, in respect of the registration of marnages by a Diplomatic or
Consular Oﬁlcer : .

N

1:3 A Diplomatic or Consular Officer can register a marriage— ,
(a) where at least one of the parties to the marriage is a citizen of Sri’ Lanka; and

- {b) where the marriage takes place i m the foreign country to wlnch the officer is
appomted or accredlted directly or concurrently

1 :4 Such registration WlIl have theleffect of a marriage solemnized and registered -

| in Sr] Lanka

i+

2, 'Peniiiésion of Receiving State to Register Mairiages in Embassy
2:1 A Diplomatic Mission of Sri Lankacanreglstel amamage under the Consular

Functlons Act only if the receiving state ie., the countly in-which the Embassy is

~ situated, permlts such registration.

2:2 Itis essential, therefore, that a note be addressed to the Mmlstry of F'orelgn '

, ‘Affairs of the receiviny state requesting bermlssmn to register marriages of Sri Lank-
@ kans in the Embassy under the Consulr Functlons Act. The note may be sent in the
form set out in the annex to the covering Ietter Please note that under no circumstances
shoulld a-marriage be registered in the MlSSlOIl if the receiving State object&- to such
reglstratmn :

2 :3 In some countries, however there Wl" be no objection to a marriage being
“registered under the Sri Lanka law in the Sti Lanka Mission after such marriage has
been registered first in accordancg with the law of tlie receiving State, eg., U. K.
In such situations, the marriage may be registered under the Sri Lanka I'w' upoin
the producticn of the Marriage Certificate issued in that country,

3. Who can Register &« Marriage

3:1 Only a Diplomatic or Consular Officey is empowered under Section 5 os
the Consular Functions Act to rcgistél‘l a marriage. However, in the case of a
marriage registercd undér thn Muslim Marriage and Divorce Act, only a Muslim
male Diplomatic or Consular Officer could act as Registrar,

e e iy v s ——— i R T R



. e 2 A bipiomaﬁc, Oﬂiqermeans thie Head of Mission of ﬁ‘:ﬁél;ﬁﬁér of the Diplo
- matic Stafl of such Mission, i.¢. those holding a.l_)iplqmatic"pasqurt. . -
: IE A ‘Consula'r Officer meahs any ‘pei"son'_ wh.d' is dppﬁinteﬂ as a Consulat
Oficer by.the Minister of Foreign Affairs but does not include an Honorary Consul.

" However, Honorary Consuls could perform certain limited functions. Neécessary
" forms for making of declarations for registration of marriage could be collected from

and handed over toanHonorary
“The registration however will take place in the Mission. . .

4 _.Lanéuage of Reglstrathm'
o A_‘_D_i'plomatic.dr '_Consular Officer may 80
Sirtbala. Tamil or Bpg_liSh' language.

Consul for transmission to the appropriate Missiom.

lemnize and register @ marrage in the

L <
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- (i,

Prc

(ii)

the C
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Marriages can be reg:stered underm‘ ‘

(1) The General Mamages Ordinanace (Cap 112),
(if) Kandyan Marriage and Divorce Act (Cap. 113),
(iii) The Muslim Marriage and Divorce Act- (Cap 115).

Procedure for registration of mamages under each of these laws are set out below 3

REGISTRATION OF MARRIAGES UNDER m GENERAL MARRIAGES ORDINANCE

There are two procedures for registration of maruages vnder the Genera) Marriages

Ordinanace. They are— _ o : RIS

(i} by giving a normal notice of marr.iage,
(i) under a special licence.

2, Wlnose Marriages can be Reglstered tmder ‘Normal or bpevclal Licence "
'2:1 Forthe Diplomatic Mission to undertake the reglstra.tlon ofa ma.rrmge under

" the Consular Functions Law, the fol]owmg conchtmons must be sat:sf:ed —

(@) At least one of the parties to the mamage ‘should be a citizen of Sri Lanka..
(b) Both parties should not be wnthm the pr ohibited age of marriage under Section
- 15 of the General |Mamages Ordinance. Therefore- -
(i) the male should be over 16 years of age,
(ii) the female shouid be over 12 years of age,

(m) the female, if she is a ddughtel of European or Buvgher parents, should be
over 14 years ofage. _ : .

»

(c) Where a party is below the age of 21, the consent of the father, or the mother
(where the father i i not available), or the guardian (where both parents.are not
dvailable) is necessary (Section 22(1) ot the Marriage Ordinance).

2:2 The parties to the marriage should not fall within the prohibited degrees
of relationship as set out in Section 16 of the General Marriages Ordinanace, which -
states that no marriage shall be valid— -

(i) where eithér _pariy shall be chrecﬂy descended from the other, .
(ii) where the female|shall be sister of the male either by full or half blood, . -

(iii) where the female shall be the daughter of the male’s brother, or the male’s
sister either by full or half blood.

(iv) where the female|shall be a descendant from cither the male’s brother or the
male's sister, :

(v) where the female'is a daughter of the m.LL s wife bv nother father, fe., the
-female is a step-child of the male, -

(vi) where the female s the mdow of the male’s son, grand son, father or grand
fathcr '
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- (vii) where the male shall be the brother of the female cither by full or half blood,
- (viii) where the male shall I:e the son of the female 8 brother or fernale’s snster cither -

by full or half blood,

(lx) where the male shall be a descendant from either the female s brothel or
the femalc’s sister,. . .

(x3 where the male is the son Of the female’s husband by another mother

(xi). where the male is the husband of the female's deceased daughter graud
daughter mother or grand motker.

3. Procedure For Registration Under‘ Nmmal Notice of Marriage

The following steps should be followed when reglstermg & marnage undera normal,

_ ~"net|ce of mamuge

X l Nofn: of Marriag», -—~0~1e of the pﬂrtlfs to the morricge honld give nolzcc
~of marricg: to the Dinlomatic rr Cons L.r Offic. T and th: notic: should be made

i duplicate in the “N 5 ic of M il ge Fo:m™ at dnnex “K”. When nccepting a .

netice of marrizge, the Diplcm: tic cr Consuloxr Officer shou..d ensure that the follo-
,wmg cond.mcms cxe satlsﬁ 4 and the proc~.dures followed ‘ :

l :2 Rosidence. rcqmremcmw

"Gy If both partivs have resided in the country where the Mlsswn is sttuatvd for
moe than: 19 days immediat-ly precoding the: notice of. mam.r.ge elther party .

to the marriage can give notice, .-

(i) 1f on!y onc of the pk rttics to the mai’n age has res dcd in. the CUuutsy where th‘.
_ Bmb ssy iv situated for more than 10 diys immediately prec: ding fh date
of notic, only 1]1?t party ¢en give netice nf mariage, :

m) i br,th pertics haw not reside d in the country where 1hc- Emb S8y 1s, mtuatcd

- for 10 days, then eithor pvty who has resid d in such couatry for 4 days o

Vimmedic 1y prior te the dete of giving nouce, c2n give the notice of ma.rrmgt

L

333 Quce there ssidnce o quivement i satisfied, the prson eiititled to give
- motio- sy .dd il the Notics of Morrirge Form in the pr. sence of the Diplomatic or
- Consul r Officer 2nd two witnessos, - Either the party. gwmg notice or the wnnesscs'

' eb)uld. b prson Ily klown to the ¢ fficer.

314 AR 7 the Notiooof M g Ful’ﬂ‘l is duly‘ﬁllccl the D!plom?ttcm Con:utay
- Offic r shold ¢:it'fy the endorsement at the: foot of tha notics of mmr:age and
gner thedoteof rec-int of such notice. o S

325 Tieport olors inhe Novics of M i 'geFo*m dmuld thrn be entored by thae

D plometic cr € nsule Ofﬁ, Tinth- M ringe Notice Back, 2's. Peimyn of which is
al Ansex “K 1707 Afi'r thvse particudies heve boen enterod in the Meoseis g Notica
Beck, the o igival cf nntice of marric g should b fil d cf'xxcord cnd the duplicate
should- bk d e netice boerd in 2 crmspicinoys plre: in the Emb. ssy for a
potcd of 12 clerr doys or duriang 12 suce ssive dnys 's.f’ex the intey of notic..  Ploass
- goiethed Hedupl ceteshon bl by ‘,ﬁ:x o o1 the novice board onthe doy that the no’trce
.}f mor i g 18 1CCoiv. L‘.
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316 The marrisgs registration can trk-~ place at any time aftor the ~xoiry of 12

A clear drys from the date of receipt of notice of marriage, but whithin 3 months of

the rec-ipt of such notice. b

4. fssué of Registrar’s Certificate | S
"4:1 At any tm. after the lapse of 12 clear dhys froms the reveipt ol nntice of
marri.g* bi.t wi‘hin 3 months from such dnt~, the Diplomatic or C nsul>r Ofesr will

" issu~, up- n :.pplicntion med. by the prty giving notice, a docun nt kiown as the

Registrir’s Cotificate. A spocimen of this is at Annex “L”. Tais is commonly
callud the “piak form™. ' ,

4:2 This pink form is issued to the epplicant for the purpose of informing him

‘that there i< un cbjection to the registration of the marriage. - Therofore, it follows

thet the pink form will not be issued to the applicant if during the 12 clear days when
the notice of merrizge is éxhibited on the notic:: board a prohibition or an obj.xction
to the marri: ge is made 'by‘anir person to the Diplomatic Mission. (For procedure:
t0.be fcllewnd it there is a prohibition or an objiction to marriage please sce para 10), -

The par y to the marrisge should fix the date and time ol marriage and inform the
- Diploma ic cr Consular Ofﬁcer‘. The marriage must take place within 3 months of the

- date of receipt of the notice of marriage. .

Note.~If the marriage _is'hoit registered wi,t_hi-u.Slmont'hs the notice automaticai]y
lapscs and the applicant will have teo give a new notice of marriage if he wishes to have

N . +* . " a
the marriege rcgistercd in the Mission.-

5. Registration of Marriage . _ _ ,
311 Ouadate and time mutuaily agreed upon which must in any cvent be within -
3 months of the reccipt of notice of marring:, the marrizge could by rgistered by the

Diplomatic or. Gonsular Officer, -The marriage should by registered in the office of
the Mission. ' o : ;

6. Procedure for Solemmnization and Regis&at_ion of Marriage -
6: I The Additional DiStri?t Registrar, i.e;, the Diplomatic or Consular Officer
should bring the parties for marricge bofore him butween 6.00 a.m. »nd 6.00 p.m.

~iw the presencs of (wo or more ‘witnesses,  Ho should then addross the parties as
~ Afollows : S : E '

“Be it known unto you, A/B. and C.D. that by the public receprion of each other
C oz Mmon and wifc in my T);‘C‘SL‘I‘}C'.?-, and the subseqaent attostation thereof by signing
ycur neme o that off. ¢l in the registry bock, you bacome logally mervicd to cach
otier, althcvgh no other rite of & civil or religicus nature shell k- ptco; and
keewye unther that the 1':1.'—'-rrif".gc newintended to be contracted connot be dizsolved
durtrg ysur liftime exeopt by a valid judg ment of divorcy, and that if’ cither of
yeu bofore the dunth of the other shafl contract another marrings o Tore tha former
marriege is thus begally diss_nl'v.:-d-, you will be guilty of bigamy and b {iable to the
penelitics alvched t that offence™. : e e

T




6:2 Bachofthe partizs shall then makﬁ m Lm p'-:f-;ence of the chlstr.u and wlm-'

nesses the followmg duclaratlon —

*[ do solesaaly declore that 1 know not ct any lawful 1mp adiment why I, A, B-
. may not bz joined in matr imony tc C. D., herc prcsent” :

' d.nd each party shall say to the other :

 “fcall upon ull persons here present 40 witness that I, A, B do tﬁkﬁ thee, L. D~ '

" o bz my lawlul wedded wife (or husband)”.-

6:3 The R gistrar st:ll then enter in trzpllcate a sturement of the particulars of the

marriags in his M.irringe R gister’ Bock, a specimen of which is dnnex “M*' and,

 thereafter both pastics to the marriege and the two thm,sses shall sign all the threx
| opies.. Tharee. fter he will himself sign them i in the appropirate cage.

Note. --'I he third copy of the marriage entry should. be handed over or posted. tothe -
‘female party by the Diglomatic or Consular Officr, who. registered the marriage, -

| j ufter signing the c*ltlﬁcatc overleaf. Wo fee should be levied in respect of this: cnpy

6:4 Om«* this procedure is- gone thtough, the lcglstratlon of the marrlage is.
{omp]uted and. the parties become men ami wife.

. % Transmission ‘of Documents

. 7: 1 The ioilowmg procedure should be adopted with respect to the tumsmisslon

_of documents cach month to the Registrar-General, through S:cretary, Forugn

"hﬂa:rs (Consular Division) to vzach the Regﬁtrar-Gmeral not later than- the ﬁfteentl}
day of the fol!otvmg month : .

{«) The duph-,ulc cepies of the Mmraoc chlstratlon Bock shall be delached an¢~
stitched together and returned along with the Duphcate Reglster Label ;o

(i.c. Form B 41, which will be issued to the Mission) ;

(/) Where no 1mmages are registered in a particular month 2 NIL Os.l'tlt!t.-iltc

should be sent in lieu of the duplicates ;

(¢) A statistical return in respect of all marriages reglstcred in the' Mstou should

also be sent; (i.e; Form B 130, which will be issued ta the Mission);

(d) Where no marriages are regxstc.redln a particular month, a NIL return on the _

_return form itself (i.e. 8 130) marked NIL should bé sent ;

—*"—‘Pj—Fmally. a'general abstract (i.e. Form B 126, whlch will be issued to the Mtssmna} ‘

‘inrespact of all events registered at the Mission, i ie., Blrths, Deaths and
" Marriages should be sent ;

(f) When transmitting the duplicares, al] Special Licences (l e, Annex “P7 .
the Registrar’s Certificates “ pink form at Annex ““L”) should be .a.ttac.hm

8 fssue of Certified Copics of Marriage Certificate

sl Any person (not necessarily the parties to ‘the marriage) may mi}u an
a.pphcatlon in the form at Annex ‘N’ for certifiad ;oples of a marriage certificate,
. This form is not an absolute re qu\rement and a parsonis entitled to mak: a written.
application for certified copics.’ ' '

U T v
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: 4 : 2 Upon recipt of the apj:licaiidn an'd‘paymeﬁ_t of the appropriate fee, & copy -
" of the marringe rogistration as*gpp:aring in ths o-igin~l of the M 1. isge Rogistration. .

Book shall be accurat:ly mz'di‘e-'qut in form B 122 (which will b2 supplivd to the
- Missions) and issued to the applicant under written acknowledgement.

9.  Procedure .for Registration/under Special Lic'ence'

: g+ 1 A porty is entitlod at any time after giving notice of marrizge and the entry
of such notice in the Marriags Notice Book by the Diplomatic or Consular Officer,

“to mak: an ‘applilcation for tht’ﬁ issuc of a special licence for marrings. The cffct of
the issue of such licence is that the marringe may- be registered at any time within

three months aftcr notice is given, without-wiiting for the expirty of 13 clear days.

'3 . 2 An aplication for a special licence of marriage should be supported by the

following documents :

(i) A certificd copy of the loriginal notice. of marriage given by the parties to the
Diplomatic or Consglzlxr'Oﬂiccr_. '(No fee should be levicd when certified
- copy is issucd for the purpose.of obtaining a spacial licence) ;
(i) A declaration by the a{nplica.nt in the form set out in Annex ‘0’ ;
(iii) The prescribzd fec. o |
9. 3 Oace these documents and tees have'beeﬁ._réoeiVed by"thc Diplomatic or

- - Consular Officer, he will issue to the applicant the following documents :

. (a) Special Licence for marriage in the form at Annex ‘P

(b) A pink form as at Aanex ‘B’ (d=lete the words “ and that the full period of =

(welve clear days has elepsed since the entry of the notice given to me and of

the notice gchn‘to'the: Registrar of ...cooeeee. ). Thereafter the registration
of marriage can tike place at any time, within three months from the date of

~notice. - -
9 : 4 Atatime ﬁxed for registration of marrioge (w,tlich may be either at the time

of issue of the pink form of thereafter) . the parties should be brought before the-

Diplomatic ot Consular Officer along with two witnesses. Therefter the marriage

: solemnization and registra.tilon- pracedure set out in6:1,6:2and 6: 3 will be
followed. The Special Licence issucd by the Diplomatic or Consular Officer and

the pink form should be reco:vered from the applicant 2nd retained by the Diplomatic

_dc Consular Officer and filed of records.

1. Prohibiting or Entering of Objection. to a Marriage

{0 : 1 Every persorf whose consent to a marriage is required by law may forbic
the issue of the Registrar’s Certificate. In other words, & parent or guardian coula
give natice forbidding the ‘issue of Registrar’s, Cgrtiﬁcate on the ground of age,
Such notice should be in the form at Annex*Q’ and no fee shall bs levied in respect

. € such notice,.

10 : 2 Any interested party may' also object to a marriage on any other ground-
by entering.a Caveat. The Caveat should be in the form at Annex ‘R, and a fae

pall be levied in respect of such Caveat.
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10 ; 3G ction 6 of the Consﬁlz‘éf":Functipns Act states th:it whre a marriage is -

- forb’ddrn or whyre there i3 an obj iction‘to & marriag-, the Diplom ti¢c or Consular

. Offic:r should meke a report to the District €)urt ¢f Colomb 3. Such report should
~ bo accompani-d by A cupy of the notic: of man inge and of the n3'i: - fo-biddiag.

© the morricg - or of the Cuveat entared. I the circumstanc--s, the D'l matic or
‘Cons:ly Officur should send to S ciet:ry/Forign Aff ivs for trans:nission to the
Districi Cotgt the above-mentioned rport and the docum nts in the event of a

potice ¢ f prohibition being given or a C.veat is ent:red objxting t> ths registration

{2

of a manicge, Tae report should bo made in the form at Ammex ‘S,

11. Fees

11 :-1 The fees payable by the applicant for regisiration of a nAriage ace as
follows : T '

() Notice of marriage S : _ o . £ 10
(ii) Registration of marriage . .. . 10
| (iif) Registration-of marriage under Special Licence . S £20
RE (iv')'C\:rtiﬁcdcopies e e o .. £10
h v Ca;véat' o SR .. .o £10

. 11 :-2 The fees will bo rcqov&:rc_d-in the currency of the country wherethe Mission -

* s sitiated and would be.determined- by conversion of the fee stated in Sterling
- Pounds at nfiicial rate of exchange, Where the amount in local currency is not_ -
“divisible by 10, it could bz increased to the next multiplé of 10 for the saks of con-

- venience,

- 12 3 All fees recovorsd should be entered in the cash book and 1 receipl issued
- therefer.- _ ' o ' ‘ T
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REGISTRATION OF KANDYAN MARRIAGFS

_ 1 Kandyan Marriage and Divorce Act
o1 There are two procedures for reglstratlon of marriages under the Kandyan:
Marringe and Divorce Act. They are—.
(i) Under the normal Notice of Marriage,
(n) Uadera Sp:cla.l Licence.

2, Wlmse Manriages Can Be Registeted Under Nonnal or Special Licence

, (a) The marriage sought to be 1eg|stercd should bz benween persons subject to the-
" Kandyan Law. Parties. speklng to register a marriage under the Kndyan Mrriage
and Divorce Act should, therefore, make a dk.clarahon to the following off -ct ;

(i) that both parties to the marriage are parscis subjzci to 1he Kwndy(m Law ; and

(u) that both parties wish to SOlL.IIlIlIZ\. and re,g,lstu: tll"ll' rverizge under the
Kandya.n M.rriage and Dlvorce Act,

" Note—The mi king of a false dx,claratlon is an oﬁ‘nm ooth under the CJnSuldr
Furctions Act and undcr the Kandyan Marricge and Divorce Act.

)] Both partics to the marriz, ge should.be within the lawful agu. of mAarriage under
Scetion 4, read with S-ction 66 of the Kandyan Ma.rrmm, and Divores f&.u Th»reforc—-
(i) the male should be over 16 years of age ; '
(ii). the femclc should be over, 12 years of age.

P

Aote —There is no objection to persons subject to Kand\ran Law registering then: :
mamagc under the .:neral Ma.n iages Odlnance :

: [ The parties to the nnrrlage should not fall wnthln the prOhlblth degroes of
rulatlonshlp as set out in Sucflon 5 of the K«mdyan Marriage and Divorce Act which
states that no Kandyan marric gn, should. be valid— :

(i) Where either party shall be directly descended from the other, or

1 (ii) Where the f’ema.le shall Pe sister of the male either by full or half blood,
o (iii) Where the female shall be the daughter of the male’s brot'hcr, or the male’s -
L sister either by full or half' 'blood ‘
' (w) Where the female shall be a descendaut from elther the male’s brother or the -
‘ male’s sister, :

(v) Where the femaleis a daughter of the male 5 w1fe by another father, i.e., ihe
female is a step child of the male, or

(vi) Where the female is the widow of the male’ s son, grand son, father or grand
father,

(m) Where the male shall bejthe brqx‘hgr of the fcmuléleither by full or half blood,

(viii) Where the male shall be the son of the female’s brother or female’s sister
either by full or half blood,
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(ix) Where the male shall be dldéscendéﬁt'j"from ei_ther the female’s brother or

‘the female’s sister, oL : - , )
- (x) Whepe the male is the son of the female’s husband by.another mother,

_ (xi) Where the male is the husband of thc'femajé's deceased daughter, g_rarid'

- daughter, mother or grand mother, :

3. Consent to Marriage

'3 : 1 The consent of a ¢ mpetent authority is required to the marriage of a minor
(male under 18 years and female under 16 years) subject to Kandyan Law. Section

8 (2) defines the term * competent authority .

3: 2 Any competent authority may give or refuse such consent to the marriage :

of a minor subject to Kandyan Law.

3 : 3 The Diplomatic or Consular Officer should not exercise pb'weré ofa competent’
auihority under the Kandyan Marriage and Divorce Act for the purpose of giving

‘consent to the marriage of a minor subject to the Kandyan Law. 7
Note~-If the father ov the minor or failing the father, the mother has consented
to the marriage of the minor, such marriage may be registered in the Mission. -

4. Procedure for Registration under Normal Licence

the Kandyan Marriage and Divorce Act. o _ e

L]

4 01 The following steps should be followed.when' registefing a n:iarriage under

Notice of Marriage ;

4. 2 One of the parties to the marriage._should give notice of marriage to the
Diplomatic or Consular Officer and the notice should be made in duplicate in the -

* Notice of Marriage Form ** at dnnex ‘1",

4:3 When accepting a nutice of ‘marriage, the Diplomatic or Cansular Officer
- should ensure that the following conditions are satisfied and the procedures followed.-

4 1 4 Residence Requirement : -

(i) If both parties have resioed in the country where the Mission is situated, for
more than 10days immediately preceding the notice of marriage, either party
to the marriage can give notice, -~ - ' ' -

(i) If only one of the parties to the marriage has resided in the country where the
Embassy is situated for more than 10 days immediately preceding the date
of notice, only that party can give notice of marriage, ‘

(iii} If both parties have not resided in the country where the Embassy is situated
for 19 days, then either party who has resided in sich: country for 4 days
immcdiately prior to the date of giving notice, can give the notice of marriage.

4. 5 Once the residence requirement is satisfied, the person entitled to give

notice should fill the Nofice of Marriage Fornyin the presence of the Diplomatic or-

Consular Officer and two witnesses. Either the party giving notice or the witnesses
should be personally known to the officer.
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. 4:6 Aﬁér the,thice of':Mar'.riag"et Forﬁliris:ciﬁly‘hl'lédithe'Bi__pl'omatic or Consular I

er

he "
e

Officer should certify the endorsement at the foot of the notice of marriage and enter
the date-of receipt of such notice. S o

4 7 Every Diplomatic or Cclmsulatj Officer to whom' & notice of a prospective
Kandyan marriage is served is relquired to do the following : _ :
(@) To file such notice and keep it with the records of his office ;

(1) To enter in his Marriage Notice Register the particulars specified in the notice.
The specimen of the Register is at Annex ‘U’ , -

(¢) To affix a true copy or a prescribed extract of the notice on a notice board. in
a conspicuous place in thle Embassy for a period of 12 clear days from the
date of receipt of such n?ticé. Please note that the copy or extract of the
notice shouid be affixed ?n'the notice board on the day-that the notice of
marriage is received. A specimen of the prescribed extract for purposes of
publication is at Annex ‘V|. ' : L '

4: 8 The marriage registration can take place at any time after the cx'piry of 12

" clear days from the date of receipt of notice of marriage but within 3 months of the

teczipt of such notice.

'.5_. _[séﬁe of Marriage Notice Certiﬁcaté

- 51| Afterthe lapse of a period of 12 clear days from the date of the marriage- ‘

notice entry and within af'pcriodl of 3 months from the date of notice the Diplomatic

~or Consular Officer will issué, upon application by a party, a certificate in respect

of the Kandyan marriage. This:_is referred to as the *° Marriage Notice Certificate *,
a specimen. of which is at dnnex ‘W’. _ '

- 5:2 The Marriage Notice Certificate i5 issued to the applicant for the purpose of
-inferming him that there is no c?bjectidn to the registration of marviage. Therefore,
it follows that the Marriage Notice Certificate will not be issued to-the applicant, if
during the 12 clear days when the notice of marriage is exhibited on the notice board,
an objection to the marriage is made by any person td the Diplomatic Mission.
{The procedure to be followed|if there " is an objection to the marriage—please
-see below). , _ :

6, Objections .
6 : 1 Auy person whose cquéﬁt-to a Kandyan Marriage is required vnder the
Act or who is a person interest‘eld in'such marriage may object in writing to the issue
of 3. Marriage Notice Certificate. | : 7
6 : 2 EBvery objection should be substantialiy in the prescribed furm, a specimen
of which is at Annex ‘X",

6 : 3 Upon the receipt of an objection, the Diplomatic or Consular Officer is

. required to forthwith cause a nloticc to be served upon each party to the marriage
~ and the objector. This notice should state the nature of the objection, the time and

date for the hearing of the objjection-and shall require the presenc: of the persons
to whom the notice is addressed to appear before the officer.
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. affirmative,

24

6 : 4 The officer should :hbld;'a Surdmdry inquiry as he may deem ne;ﬁéssai'y and

make order on the objéction.
taken by him for the purpose of disposing of an objection,

7. Sblemnizht_ion and Registration of Marriages

7:1 The parties to the mé:riage,-with' the agreement of the Diplomatic or Con-
sular Officer, may fix the date and time of the registration of marriage which in any
cveni must take place within 3 months of the date of receipt of notice of marriage.

Note.—If the marriage is not registered- within 3 months, the notice automatically
lapses and the applicant will have to give a new notice of marriage if he wishes to

- have the marriage registered in the Mission,

7:2 Onudate and time mutually agreed upon, tlie marriage could be ri'egisteré'd

by the Diplomatic or Consular Officer, The marriage should .be registered .in the -

office of the Mission. o

8. _Procéduré for So]enﬁnizaﬁon ,‘orf ~'Mai'riag'e

‘before him between 6.00 a.m. and 6,00 p.m. at the Mission in-the presence of two
witnesses, ‘He should then ask the male party to the marriage-—** Do you take this
: 'woman(_he; name in full must be mentioned) to be your wedded wife 7. After

8 . 1 The Diplomatic of Consulér. Officer should bring the, parties for marriage - |

- the-male party has answered the question in the affirmative, he should ask the ferhale

“party—* Do you take this man (his name in full must be mentioned) to be ydl_,tr
wedded husband ? .

8:2 The i)fp}omatic or Consular Oﬂ‘iqer should then register.accuratgly in the

)

Marriage Register the following particulars relating to the marriage 1

() The name jﬂlfu_“s age, civil status, occupation and place of residence of each
* party to the marriage, : . - -

() The nature of the m&friagé(wheﬁer Binna or Diga) which thé officer is required ‘

to ascertain from the parties prior to making the entry, and,

(¢} The pame in full, occupation and place of residence of each witness to the ,
marriage, N T

triplicate is at dnnex* v °*,

‘-~—%8—:~—3—""11\ specimen of the Kan'dya_n Marrid‘geiRe_.gistc.r which should be prepared in

8:4 The marriage registration entry in the Marriage Register sliould be signed
by both parties and the witnesses to thé.marriage. :

- 8: 5 After'it has been so signed,the officer shall, after satisfying hitnself thai the
rarticulars relating to the marriage stated in the marriage registration entry corres-

yond with the particulars in the Marriage Notice Certificate, append his own signature
t) the entry. '

8:6 Once this procedure is gone through the registration of the marriage is
complete and the parties become man and wife,

He should keep a record in writing of all,prc_jceedin_gs :

And ‘the female party should answer the question in the
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VNote.'..-'T-he third copy of th e niarri_age entry sh.oul“c_l be ﬁaﬁded over ot P5St¢djt;
 the female party by the Diplomatic or Consilar Officer who registered the marriage.

afler signing the certificate overleaf, - No fee should be levied in respect of this copy.

9.: t A party who desires(to have the mabrja_ge registered before the expiry of 12
clear days is required to appear in person before the Registrar and make a declaration .
jn the form set out at Annex. 'lZ ', ‘The eflect of resorting to this procedure is that a

.

marriage may be registered at any time aﬁer notice is given without waiting for the

‘expiry of 12 clear days.

9:2 When a party makes s_,uch application it should be supported by—
' (a) a certified copy of the notice of marriage, L

'(b) the declaration by the party as set out in Annex G’ -

| (c) the presc;il:ed fee. ' |

" ".9:3 Once these documents l_iave been furnished and there is no legal impedfment
. or objection to the marriage, the officer will issue to the applicant the following

documents : ) | o
- (a) Special Licence for marriage in the form at Annex ‘A4’

(b) The Marriage Notice Certificate.

9: 4 Thereaftery the marriage can be registered immediately by, following the
same procedure as followed for a rormal licence urder the: Kandyan Marriages Act.
and shall similarly be entereld in the Register of Kandyan. Marriages. The Special

Licence issued -by the 'Diplomati'c or Consular Officer and the Marriage Notice

" Certificate will be recovered from the applicant and retained by t.'h_c-Dipl'olma‘.tic or

Consular Officer and filed.
10. Application for Certiﬁe? Copies .
10 : VA perscn may ma-ke an application (not necessarily parties to the marriage)
on’ the payment of the prescribzd fee, to obtain from a Diplomatic or Consular -
- Officer certified copies of a Marriage Certificate, A specimen of an application
form is at Annex * BB’ ThJs form is not an absolute requircment and a person
may make a written application-for certified copies. - :
~ 10: 2 Upon receipt of|the application and payment of the appropriate fee, a
copy of the Marriage :Registration’ Book shall be accuately made out in Form* c'23
~{which will be supplied to the Missions) and issued to the applicant under written
acknowlcdgement. '

11. Transmission of Documents to A_Registrar-Ceneral

tt: 1 The following procedure _should be adopted with respect to the trané-
‘mission of documents each month to the Registrar-General, through Secretary,

s




Mxmstry of Forelgn Affairs (Consular Dmsnon) to. reach the Reglstrar-General not

laber than the fifteenth day of the followmg month :

(&) The duphcate copies of the'Marriage Registration Book shall be deta.ched and '

- stitched together and returned along with the Duplicate Reglster Label (i.e.
Form B 41, which wﬂl be issued to the Missions), _

(b) Where no marriages are reglstered in a pamcular month a. NIL certlﬁcate -

-.should be sent in lieu of the duplicates,

(e) A statistical return in respect of all marriages regzstered in the MlSSlO[l should
also be sent ; (i. e. Form B 130, which will be issued to the Missions),

- {d) Where no marriages are reglstered in a particular month, a NIL return on the
" return form itself (i. e. B 130) marked NIL should be sent,

(e Finally a general abstract (i. e. Form B 126, which will be issued to the Mlssmns)

in respect ‘of all events registered at the Mlssmn, i. e. Births, Deaths and

Marriages, should be sent,

. (f) When trausmlttmg ‘the duplicates, all Specnal Licences (i. e. Annex AA ') and
 the Registrar's Certificates (Form at Annex © W’ should be attached.

'12 Feos.

127 1 The fees payable by apphcant for reglstratlon of Kandyan mamages are

as follows !

(a) For notice of marriage S . £10
by For registration of matriage under normal licence . .. £.10 |
- (¢) For registration of marriage under special licence .. £ 20

{d) For certified copies ' £ 10

‘ (e) Apphcatlon for marriage licence under Section 24" .'; B

Nore -No fee may be levxed when a party applies for.a certlﬁed copy for - the

purpose of obtaining a Special Licence. The cost for such copy shall be included.in

the fee for the Special Licence.

13. Recovery of Fecs

13.:.1. The procedure for recovery of fees is the same as setoutin ‘B " in
respect of General Mdrrlages - -
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REGISTRATION OF MUSLIM MARRIA(JES

" 1, Muslim Mamage and Dworce Act

1:1 Muslim marriages should be reglstered in aocordance Wlth the provisions -
of the Muslim Mamage and Divorce (Muslim) Act (Cap 115 LEC). ' :

: 2. Only a male Muslim |(.‘,onsular or Dlplomatic Officer can register & marriage
under the Mushm Marriage and Divorce Act. o

2. 'Whose Marriages can be Reglstered?

(@) At least one of the part:es to the marnage should be a cmzq:n of Sri Lanka,
(b) Both parties should be of the Musllm faith,

(¢) A marriage contracted by a Mushmwoman during her: -peried of Iddat* shall
not be registered under the Act,

(d) A marriage contracted by a Muslim gu'l who has not attained the age of - 12
years shall not be reglstered

NOTE : Every Reglstrar who Knowingly reglsters a marriage of persons fa]lmg :
w:thm {c) & (d) above shall be gmlty of an offence under the Act. '

3. Procedore for Reglstratlon ,

3:1 A marriage contracted between Muslims shall be reglstered lmmedlately

:upon the conclusion of the Nikdh ceremony.

3:2 The following persons ‘could give the Diplomatic or Consu!ar Oiﬁcer mfor- )
mation of the date, time and place at which the** Nikah ” ceremony is to take place
and request such officer to attend the ceremony for the purpose of. reg13tenng the ;
marriage :

(@) The bridegroom,

(b) The " Wali” of the bnde (:n cases. where the consent of the wali has not been

“dispensed with by a Quam under the provisions of the Act and is reqmred by thef
Muslim Law governing the Sect to which the bride belongs), :

(c) The person who conducts the* Nikah ** ceremony connected with the mamage

3:3 Before the 1eg1stratlon of a marriage under the Act, the” following
declarations should be made and srgned in the presence of the Dlplomatic or Con-
sular Officer :

(a) A declaration by the br1 degroom. A specimen of the declaration is at Annex
(13 CC » . .

(8) A declaration by the “ Wali ” of the bride. A speciman of the declaration is
at Annex ‘DD, R ~ '

3 : 4 The declaration by the “ Wali ™ is not required in any case where the con-
sent of the “Wali * has been dJSpense’d with. by a- Quazi under the provisions. of the -
act or where no Wali "is necessary according to the Mnshm Law governing
the Sect to which the bride be!ongs




?_3"""

3:5 '-‘;Vheré the ** Wali ” makinga declaration is & person other-that'\'her father or

. paternal grandfather, the bride.is also required to sign the ‘declaration made by the .

“ Wali". : _ ‘
. . 3:6 Itisthe dutyof the Diplomatic or.Con_sular.Qﬂiqc'r toreq ui,,re._th;e'br_id'e_gnoom’
- and -where necessary (See3 : 4) the “Wali” and. the bride, to sign the above
declarations. - | : : ' _ T
3:7. Aftersigning of the declarations, the Diplomatic or Consutar Officer should
enter a statement of the particulars of the :marriage iin triplicate in the Marriage
. Register. A speciman of the Marriage 'Begister-is at Annex‘EE", L
3.8 The statement of particulars entered in the register in respect of each
marriage, is to be signed and attested by the following persons : a
{a) The bride‘groom". and ~ : AP : 7 , |
" (b Tha Wali " of the bride (where the consent of the “Wali” has not ‘been dis-
pensed with by 1 Q nziunder the provisions of th': Aot and is required by:the Muslim
- Law governing the Sect to which the bride belongs) and, - ‘ R _
(c) The persons who conducted the *‘Njkah” ceremony connected with the
marriage,-and ~ _ ‘ o
(d) Two witnesses being persons present.at the* Nikah " ceremany, and .
{¢) The Diplomatic.or Consular Officer. _ ' _— . .
3:9 Where the Diplomatic or Consular Officer has -himself conducted the
% Nikah ™ cercmony at any marriage, it is sufficient if the inserts in the register the
- worids ** Registrar of Muslim '.M:a'r,rj_gg‘es * in the space intended for the signature
of the. person conducting the * Nikah ™ ceremony and signs ghe register in his
capucity as Registrar. B - S

3:10 The marriages to e registered under the Act, in the Marriage Rogiser

1

. kc‘p‘t' by the Diplomatic or Consular Officer shall 1 - _
() be entered each on a pagé. on qonsecutive pages of that register COMMENCIAR
with the first page for the first marriage to be registered, and, '
{b) be 'n_umbcréd congecutively in that register in the order qf time in which the’
the Registrar is called upon to-register these marriages. ' '

3:11 WNo ct}ntréct of marriage of a woman beloriging to the * Shaffie ** Sect is

" yalid ynder the law applicable to that Sect, unless :

- () a person entitled to act as a “wali ™. o
() is present at the time and place at ‘which the contract is entered into, and
(i) communicates her consent to the contract and his own approval, or
" (b) the Quazi has authorised the marriage and dispensed with the necessity for
the presence and the approval of the ** Wali v ' :
1:12 A marriage which is invatid under the.law referred 1o above shall not be
registered under the Act. ‘ L o :
* Note :(—The third copy of the marriage entty should be handed over or posted
"to the female party ‘by the Diplomatic or~Consular -Qf’ﬁcer who registered the
"marriage after signing theseertificate overleaf. No fee should be levied in respoct of
this copy. : ' )
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41 Any person (not p;ces§arily' thé parties to the ‘m‘arriage)' may -make an -

" application in the form at Annex {' FF ™ for certified copies of 2 Marri_age'Cc;tiﬁcate.

This form is not an absolute requirement and a person is entitled to make a written

applitation for certified copies.

4:2 Upon receipt of 'thg 'application andipéwﬁen't of the appropriaté fee, ﬁ

~ copy of the marriage registration as appearing in the original of the Marriage Regis-

tration Book shall be accurately /made out in form B 122 (which will be supplied to

 the Missions) and issued to the

5. ‘Transmission of Documents

applicant under written acknowledgement.

to the Registrar-General

"4 +1 The following procedure should ‘be‘ado'ptéd -with:r'espect to the transmission

-

of documents each- month. to |the: Registrar-General, through Secretary/Foreign

~ Affairs (Consular Division) to
teenth day of the following month

(d) The duplicate copies of

?'ca'ch the Registrar-General not later than the fif-

the Marriage Registration Book shall be detached

and stitched togethér and returned along with the Duplicate Register Label 5

~(i.e. Form B 41, which will be issued 'to the Missions), - |
(b)- Where no ‘marfiages are registered in a particular month a NIL. certificate:
- should be sent in lieu of the duplicates, o , L )

© (¢) A statistical return.in res
also be sent ; (i.e. Form

(d) Where no marriages are
the return 'fo_cm' itself (i.e

- {e) Finallya geﬁerafébs’trai:t

“jn respect of all events

bect of all marriages registe_re& in the Mission should”

B 130 ,which will be issued to the Missions),
registei-ed?in .a-particular month, a NIL return on

" Form B 130) marked NIL should be sent ;

(i.c. Form B 126, which will beissued to the Missions)
registered’ at the - Mission, ‘i.e. Births, Deaths and -

Marriages, should be ser?t :

© (f)When transmitting the duplicates, all declarations (i.e. Antexes “CC’ and N
‘DD") should be attached. Lo | ,

6:1 The fees payable by applicants for registration of 'MuslitnMarriagcrs are as

follows :— .
(a)’ For registration—£. 10

(b) For certified copies—£. |10

-

7.  Recovery of Fees

-

7:1 The procedure for the recovery of fees is the same as set out in ‘A’ in

respect of g_eneral marriages.
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CONSULAR FUNCTIONS ACI‘
PART v

- APPOINTMENT OF Dmmm'rrc AND CONSULAR Omcnas AS JUSTICES OF Tnz
‘PEACE FOR THE DEMOGRATIC Socmusr REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA (Ex-Omc:o)

E Appointmenf as Justices of the Peace -

'1:1 In accordance with the provisions of Section 4 of the Consular Functions

" Act No: 4 of 1981, every Diplomatic or Consular Officer is ex-officio 2 Justice of the

Puace for the Repubhc of Sri Lanka. . ‘Accordingly it is NOT necessary for.such

' ofﬁoer to take an oath before he assumes officcas a J ustice of the Peace.

. 1:2. A Diplomatic Officer means the Head of a Dlplomauc MlSSlOI! or a member
of the Diplomatn, Staﬂ' of such Mission. _

Please note that memhera of the Dlplomatlc Staﬁ' of the Missmn are those holdmg ‘

])1plomatlc Pas:,port 1ssued by the Govemment of Sri Lanka

1:3-A Cousular Officer means a person who has been expressly appolnted asa . -

- Consular Officer by the Minister of Foreign Aﬂ'alrs but does not mc!ude an Honorary
"Consul.. : : -

‘ l 4 A Diplomatic or Consular Officer is, pursuant, to Section 4(1) of the Gon-
sular Functions Act, deemed to ‘be: ex-officio a Justice of the Peace and therefore is
- entitled to exercise the powers and functions of a Justice of the Peace commencmg. \
. -frc»m the date whq,n he assumes duties at the Mission. '

:5 Dlplomatxc or. Consular Oﬂicers who are currently attached to Sr1 Lanka’
- Di ploma.t:lc and Consular Missions abroad may perform the powers and functtons
- of a Justice of the Peace from the date of receipt of. these instructions. '

2. Functmns of o ‘Justice uf the Peace
M 1 The following are the three prmcnpal funcuons ofa Justlce of the Pea.ce.

(i) To attest any official document wmch is requlred. to be attested by a Justlce of
the Peace ;

ru) To take an aﬁid.avnt r
(iii) T administer an oath or affirmation,

712  Attestation of documents as Justice of the Pedce

2:2:1 These ate several official documents @éhsued. to Sri Lankan nationals or
forcign nationals having transactions with any agencies or persons in Sri Lanka,
e.g. declaration of assets form, pension form, shipping documents, etc. which
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. require that theSE} be signed

i befbre‘aJuSticeo-f the PeaceADlpIomatlcorCOﬁular

o Officer is entitled, in the ixercise of the powers as a Justico of thePeace, to
atAtcs‘t to the fact that such|a person has signed the document in your presence.

2::2:2 ‘The officer should make the following endorsement when attesting

" such signature—
" “Signed before me at ..l ..o oiiorieniiees on... . ceees e e
(place) (date)
Signature.
. SEAL”

2:2:3 Such officer should before making. such attestation satisfy himself .
regarding the identity of t}he person signing the document. In respect of & Sri -
Lankan, his or her passport: would be adequate identification. In the case of a

" foreign pational, the officer should obtain & similar form of identification.

2 3 Taking ofAﬂ'idayits
2:3:1 An a.ﬁ'lda\_rit méy be for the purpose of—
(i) Submitting to a Court of Law in Sri Lanka ;or .

(i) In éuppox_t of a staicinenf of fact made in a d_ocurheut addressedito a govern-

ment agency or other [body or person (e.g application for import of motor
vehicle). PR : I

2:3:2  Affidavit for submission to Court in Sri Lanka.—(i) Where an affidavit
ig required for submission to a Court of Law in Sri Lanka. the applicant should
obtain the affidavit from his lawyers in Sri Lanka and bring such affidavit to the
Diplomatic or Consular Officer hefore 'whom the affidavit can be sworn or
affirmed. - o :

213:3  Afidavit in.support-of Statements of Facts—The applicant may submit
to the Diplomatic or Consular-Mission an affidavit in support of 8 statement of
facts which has been drav{rn up in accordance With the form at Annex ‘GG’ If
the affidavit so submited is at substantial variance with the form at Annex ‘GG’
the applicant showld be akked to submit an affidavit on the lines of the form at
Annex ‘GG’ ' ' : |

2 :4 Administering of an|oath or affirmation

2:4:1 Theformof -thlc oathAvould necessarily differ abcording to the purpose.

' for which-the ocath is being takefi. Certain forms of official oaths of affirmations

are set out at Aanex ‘HH’.-
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o 2 4 2 When an bath or aﬁirmatlon is admmlstercd the officer: shou d issue &
- certificate. to- the effet that the oath[aﬂirmatlon has bcen admnmstmd.. Such
cernhcate should read as follows — S .

"I, hereby certify that the oath!aﬂirmatlon under-

(Name and Des:gnation)

SoCHON +evvvrnresereeennans of........'._.'......;.'..'.wasadnﬁnistered on
(number) -_ " (riame of Aét)

'R EEEEEE RN R B B L B Of.... ----- il.-l‘ll ----- ..at-o--.p-‘-ao---|-aoicoo'm‘

(Namc) : : (Address) | _ (_f_’_lacg) o

Slgned.
 SEAL®,

© 3 Seal 7
Every D ‘plomatic or Coxxsula: Oﬁicer who performs functlons asa Jushce of the

" Peace must possess 4 seal in the form at Amex ‘II’ and affix such seal to every -

' duciment attested by him in his capacity as a Justice of the Peace.

'4. Fees L ".' . : :
4:1. The followmg foes will be charged for the performnce of‘ fmctlom and
powws of a Justice of the Peace by a anlomat;c or. Consular Oi’ﬁcer — -
{a) Attestation of documents as a Justice of the Peace—- £15
(b) Sweuring or afﬁrmmg an aﬂidawt—£ 15 '
(c) Admlmstermg an oath or aﬂirmatxou—£ 15

4:2 In what currency -

4:2:1 The fec will be 1eCOVered in the currency of the country where tbo

. Mission is situated and wowd be determined by conVerswn of the fee stated in

sterlmg pounds at the official rate of exchange

4:2:2 Where the amount in'local < currency is not divisible by 10 1t could be
increased to the next multiple of 10 for the sake of convenience.
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L 5 Regrsters

~ the performancé of functions- as - the - Justice ‘of the Peace by members of the
L Dmlomatle Staff in each MISSIOII

E tTaluug of aﬁidawtl gdministering

1. Records to the Ministry

Lk e i s Aom st

i
[T —

A register must be mamtamed which records the fo]lowmg mformat:on relating to

o @ - o R _(4)

Serial No. " Date  Name of Appliéant. " Form of Identification

(where Passport is produced,No.,
~ date and place of issue)

® ® )

Brief description of function ~ Fees charged _ SignaMre of officer performing

perfbrmed . '  such functions

oatnfattestlng document)

6 Cash Book and issue of receipts

All tees recovered should be entered in the Cash Book and a recelpt LRSued'
cherctore '

Tvery Diplomatic Mission should send a Return ia the fdrm at Annex ‘KK’ to

~ the Ministry containing the statistics regarding consular funcnous performed to
- reach the Mlmstry by the 15th of the month followmg the month in respect of thCh
 the particulars are sent. .

*
#
~

O

-

Cousular Affairs Divison, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic Building Colombo 1 .




