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*ANAchOAMENDmeConsmAR, ACTANDTOINCLUDE

. PROVISIONTO GIVE EFFECT TO fNA CON VENTIONON -
" CONSULAR RELATIONS A.NDITO movme FOR MA'I'I‘ERS CONNECTED
THEREWITH OR lNClDBdTAL'IHEREI‘O

‘BE it enacted by the Parhament of the Democratxc Socmhst
' Repubhc of Sri Lanka as foIlows. - : :

C e ‘1. “This. Act’ may be c1ted as the’ Consu]ar I*unct:ons - Short title.
e ] o (Amendment)Acl No. 18 0f2006 S ‘

. 2 The ConsularFunchons Act No 4of' 1981 (herelnafter.' Rep.u;,mm of
n referred to as the “principal enactment”) is hereby amended - Long Title to..
by the repeal .of the Long Tltle to that enactment and the .Act;No. 4 of
subsmutlon therefor of the’ followmg Long Title :— . - 1981,

| :

-“AN ACT TO GIVE EFFECT TO THE VIENNA R

% L. i CONVENTION ON CONSULAR RELATIONS ;TO .. " SRR

;=== PROVIDE A LEGAL REGIME TO GOVERN THE ' - - .. = . . = ' °

... . CONSULAR FUNCTIONS CARRIED OUT.BY... .. . = .. 5. . &
7. .. DIPLOMATICAND CONSULAR OFFICERS OF SRI. "%
- . LANKAINFOREIGNCOUNTRIESANDTOGOVERN -

" THEGRANT WITHIN SRILANKA OF IMMUNTTES, -
'~ PRIVILEGES AND FUNCTIONS TO CONSULAR ' -

. OFFICERS OF FOREIGN COUNTRIES ; AND-TO,

v "+ " PROVIDE~ FOR  MATTERS CONNECTED.-_,"
! . THEREWITHORINCIDENTALTHERETO™. -~ .~

e. R 3 The prmmpal enactment is hereby amended by the Replaeemaht‘qf
L ) substitution for the Enactmg G‘lause to that enactment of the - Edacting Clause

fOl]OWlng —_ of pri'ncipel
‘enactment. .’

e Preambl A . ‘
T ‘ reamble. WHFREAS an |International Convention on

Consular Relations (Hereinafter referred to as = = o
“the Convennon ") was.adopted at Vienna, on - o
. the Twenty - Fourth day of April One Thousand
Nine Hundred and Sixty Three, by the United
Nations Conference on Consular Relatlons

2--PL 001038—5,650 (03/2006)
s A4 ¢
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7 Insertion of "

- headihg tiefore-

‘section 2 of the
Do prmclpnl
: .Gﬂﬁ'Gtmcnt .

" Replacement of

" seclion 2 nf th_e -

o prmmpnl
enat.tmem.

CONSULARFUNCTIONS . “. T

to the aforesaxd Conventton by the -deposu of | _
an Instrument of Accession on:behalf of the
- Governmet of Sri Lanka, with the Secretary-_ ,

General of the Umted Natlons AR

AND WHEREAS 1t is necessary for. the

- Government of Sri Lanka to ‘make legislative L
.- provision to . g:ve effect to’ Sti Lanka’ s .-

obls.gatxons under the aforesald Conventmn

NOW THEREFORF be. it en'acted by the ~

Parliament of the Democratlc Socmhst Repubhc

e

ofSn Lanka as foIIows._:._ g

4 The pnnc1pal enactment is. hereby amended by the ) o
mseruon 1mmednately before 'section: 2 of that enactment of T

the followmg headmg —_—

'-"“PARTI

ESTABLISHMENT OF Cowsuutn REL.mONs AND ID::N':‘H-'ICAHON OF

5 Sectlon 2ofthe prmc: pa] enactment is hereby repealed

_ and the followmg secnon subst_uuted therefor i~

- “Estnbhshment " 2.(1)Forthe [pusposes of this Act, consular"‘
 of consular - relations_shall be deemed to be established,

relations and

authorisation . comsequent to the establishrient of dlplomatlc _

of consular -relations between two States A consular. post

‘officers to . may-be establishéd in the terntory of the

-perform reccwmg State

consular C

. functions. - - _ RN
£

ffc

-




....

Provndcd that -consulat functions may aiso_ |
be cxeruscd by: dlplomanc missions in
accordance: wrth the provmons ‘of the
Convcntlon AT

o (3) Every consular officer is authorized to- - ‘ Ce

- discharge within'a foreign State to whichheis ~~ ~ - -

. accredited or appointed, any consular function | | BN

R T - in accordance Wllth' he.provisions of any wrltten' )

o S LU aw, ‘ot any conSUIar funchons as 1dent1ﬁed in~ -

L B - .terms of the Convention and which are set out

in the Schedulel provided that the d:scharge of

. such function i is not prohlbrted by the Iaws of .
' such forelgn Stillte SR

< S g T AR R A SRR R T G

R

‘ (4) Thc functlxons set outm sechons3 4 5 6'.' '
:zmd 7 of ‘the principal enactmcnt ‘shall be - C
-exercnsed by the consular officers of: aconsular .- . e
. post'in addition to thc funcnons set out in the %
; ! Schedule. . :

. (5) Every consular post shall have its own.
" .consular premlscs from which it shall dlscharge o

Lo sits. consular functlons...- . b
9 SRR Thc followmg new| SCCthl‘l is hcreby inserted ~lnsertion of new
R ‘tmmedmtely after section 2 of the pr incipal enactment and section 24 in the
shi all’ have etfect as séction 24 of that enactment e principal -
¢ . enactment.
T “Performance . 2a. Whereasendmg State has no drplomanc
- of diplomatic: myissjon and is notreprosented by thediplomatlc : :
acts by * missionof a thxrd State, a consular officer may. :
consular
_ . officers. with the . cpnscot of the receiving Statc and.
j o ' .wuthout prejudlce to his consular status, be :
, authonsed to, perform dlplomatrc acts : . .
¥
C,
2




7 The followmg new: Parts are-he
and Part Nl'in - jmmediately after section 7 of the-principal enactment and
2;132:';:’ “'_ L shall have effect as PartII(sectnon?a,'?B e, To 7€, TE; 76, 7}{,
, o, 7x,7L,7mand7N) andPartHI(sectrons'iP 7Q.7R,7S ’h 7u, .
B o 7v and 7w) of that enactment - .

1 . e

“PART II

Immunrnes FACILI’I']ESANDPRIVH..EGES OFCAREERCONSUMRPOSTS o
IN SRI LANKA ‘ -

S0 lnvwlﬂblllty X N (1) The recervmg State shall accord full i

L ef consular - fasilities for the performance of the functrons
. . premises. . -

Com e of the consular post in Sn Lanka. -

(2) Consular permrses from whtch a consular
post dischargesits’ functlons shall be lnwolable

"f'.’ias prowded herem S

o e 3) The authormes of the rccewmg State ‘

‘.. shall not enter that part of the consulat premises o

~ that'is used excluswely for the purpose of the
- work of the consular, post, otherwrse than with
the ‘consent of the head of the consular post of '

the sendmg State

| (4) The recewmg State shall take approprlate ]
. steps to protect the consular prcmlses agamst

e T S lany intrusion or damage and to prevent any

- AR T o g e g -
" et e 5y e

disturbance of the consular post...

Exemplton 8. The re51dence of the consular post of a
from taxation. sending State and the consular prémises of the
- sending State shall be exempt from all nahonal_




. Sl'tte

Inviglability
of coosutar
: rm.hrvcs

Frcedom of '

movemcut
wrthln
rcgelvmg

shall be mv1olable

r..

7D The recervmg State shall ensure freedom

* of movement and travel within its tefritory to -

call, members of a consular post : Provided
however that this freedom shall be subject to" .
-stch restrrctrons. which may be unposed for

: 0k
- reasons of nanonal securrty

- Freedor:.of  3:
. commumcn--
_tlon K

protect the flreedom of commumcatron on the
- part of- the consular post. for-all. its offrcral

purposes. The consular post may employ o
. approprlate means: ‘of :communication - for
commumcatmg ini the drscharge of 1ts funcnons

(2) The offrcra] correspondence of the'.

consular post relatmg to the drscharge of the
consular funlcnons of the’ consular post shall
be mvrolable :

. L
S T '—-‘;.

(3) The coinsular bag shall be nerther opened R
_nor detamed and shall contain only official -

' correspondence and documents or-articles ~ .
- intended exclusrvely for ofﬁcral use : Provrded .
 that if there. is: a‘ reasonable suspicion on the -
part of the relevant authorlnes of the’ recervrng '

State that the bag contains something other than .
the aforesaid ofﬁcral correspondence, they may-
request that the bag be opened in their presence

by an authorrsed representative of the sending -

State. If the request is refused the bag shall be
forthwrth be returned to its place of origin.

7c The consul__ archrves of a consular post N

A

L

75 ( l) The recervmg State shall ensure and
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) ‘-_th'e consular bag 2rovide
post may ‘send oné ‘of its”
possession of the bag dtrectly from the Captam

brought -

. Right'of , o (I)Aconsularofﬁcer sha]lhave thenght
'-‘.",?25“'3’ o of access to and to communicate freely with.
officer 107, - .pationals of the 'sending State and likewise

.. communicaté -
' 1 . nationals of the “sending State shall have the

-, 'with national -
" of sending "~ ~
“State. " -

same access and freedom , to communicate w1th
-'the consular ofﬁcers of the sendmg State

.

S (2) The relevant authortttes of the recetvmg
S State shall forthwith .inform the consular post
of the sending state if'a  national of such State is
“arrested o committed to prison, of to custody

e -pending trial- or-is in any maniier detairied :
- 2 ¢ Provided that in suich cases theconsularofﬁcers

“ . shall in conformuy with the laws'and regulatmns )

".-of the receiving State, have the right to. visit
-+ guch nauonals, converse or. correspond with
. them and arrange ‘where necessary, legal
representauon for such natlonals e

N .
. . o ‘ . ’.

'*lnformatlon e nt shall be the duty of the relevant

" tobe ' authorities of the receiving " State . to'”

- commumcated
' commumcate to the releva.nt consular post—-—-

' ‘-.ofﬁcerofa .
| -~ o ofa nattonal of- the sendmg State ;

o the: .
consular . < (a) ‘the tnfonnatlonlelatmg to the death

- sending -~~~ -
- State.

R | (b) - the necessnty for the appomtment of

.o a. guardtan or. trustee for a minor.

7.7 person.or. person of unsound mind

v ‘who is a national of the sendmg

State ; or

of the ship-or atrcraft on. whtch the same was y ,_ _




- -~ and charges,

- Communicati _

7u.The consular-officers of the éending State - -

1on;to.asvessel or
Sending State.-

-on with - gpary have the 'l{iﬁh\t;-_t'é;cc'nﬁmlmicat”e‘with the

relevany.
- authoritics.

" amounts-so levied asfees and charges shall be- "
o exempt fr'om"all dues a

" dnviolability
" of consulay -
" officersand

freedom. . -

- from . arrest
. &-cf-"_.'. ‘

relcya_nt'authorit_'i'cél_of the receiving State on.

all matters relating-to the exercise of their
consular-func_tio'ps‘,.',_to"thejext.e_nt that it is
permitted by the. laws:and regillations of the '
recciving state. . ST

- .Consular fees -

7. Thfcﬂcdn_surl"ar_:p(')rsﬂt',may levy 'f—or_ the B

discharge of its consular functions-within the .

- territory_"bff:tth:'lrec;\aj ,
 charges as are réquired inrespect thereto. The -

ving State, such fees and -~

nd taxes of th‘érqéeiying o

'hc( n 'AU' consuiar oﬂi'é@:rs{[s‘h_zéil-bgt'_r'o;'a-t'é'di ' e

with due respect at all times-and consular »","

0

fficers shallnot be liable to arrest or detentjon . * . - |

' ‘(othycr than fqr_,thc commission of a grave crithe, .

and puifsuant toa decision of a competent court) -

- _or’any-'oth‘erform‘@f:rcsktjrig':tiori,onlhairpé_rfs.b_'iialf""f c
Co U freedom. T TTEEEAEL

;-

(2)Inthe event of the attest or detention of a.

consular officer for a

grave crine as specified . . .-

in subsection (1) the receiving State shall notify. ~ -

~ the head of the consuldr.post of such fact. If the )
_person arrcstgd, i8 thtel head of the consular post
himself, they shall notify the sending State of

ey

~J
ll

. such fact through the ‘meaiis of the diplomatic -
- channel. " - R

»

- (3) Consular ofﬁcer.'é and consular employees
shall not in respect of acts performed in the.

£

-

.ow . N
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subsection (3) shall . not ;-ap_p ¥ il _
- proceedings instituted agamstaconsularoﬂ' icer

or-a consular employee—-—

(a) in respect of any contract entered mto :

by such officer otherwrse than as an
-agent of the. sendmg State or

(b) “in respect of third; party damage arising .
- out of an accrdent in the recervmg :

State. e

(4) Except as otherwrse prowded for 1n-
subsectron (D of this sectlon consular ofﬁcers.
“shall not be committed to prrson or be liable to- -
" any. other form of restriction on their personal
- ‘freedom save in’ the execution 6f a judicial - -
- decision of a court of. competent _]tll'lSdlCthﬂ,.' '
. havmg the effect of a ﬁnal Judgement o

(5) Where cnmlnal proceedmgs are. .

- mstrtuted agamstaconsular officer, suchofficer: .© =~ .

“shall ‘appear-before the competent authorities - =
~ when sumioned to do s0: Provided that any- .

such proceedings shall be conducted with.due-

" respect to such officer in consideration of his .

official position and other than as’ provrded for .

" in subsection (1),-and in such a_ manner.-as will .~ B

" not substantially hamper the exercrse .of
consular functrons. - :

(6) Where pursuant to the crrcumstances set

_out in subsectioh (1) it becomes nccessary o
" detain a consular officer, the receiving State -

" shall ensure that any proceedings agaifist such
officer shall be instituted with the minimum of
delay. ' ‘ S

A




and
immunities.

“Waiver of
- privileges. .

Exemptivns. .

_”ot.,declme to 50 gwe evrdence

they are requrred to produce any offc1al
doeument or correspondence

7M The pnwleges and 1mmumttes provrded

for in subsecuons (1) and-(3) of secnon 7xand’
- section 7L may at any time be waived by the -
_ sendmg Stﬁte in regard to a member of the -
consular post; by the sendlng State forwardmg S
a written. commumcatlon ) that effect to the ;
o _recewmg State T S

be exempt. l‘rom -any obllgatton w1th regard 10°

 “the reg:strauon of aliens and’ resxdence perrmts
i the recem ng State :

(2) Members of consular posts and members

| '; of their famlhes shall be: exempt from social -

security requxrements wnth respect to the-

servrces rendered by them for the sendmg State.
; R
N _ (3) Consular offi cers and consular employees ,
Cand members of their families shall be exempt
from all dues and taxes other than in the case

of—

(ﬂ)

mduect taxes 3

‘ (b), dues on priVate immovable property
situated in the receiving State ;

(¢) succession or inheritance dues ;

o

felation to any matterconnected to
ercase'of then' official functlons or where

NG (D) Consular offlcers and consular 3
employees and meémbers of thelr families shall-

L L A )

i
g
.
!




iy e Tt g et

" (4) The receiving St'até-' 'niaj" in accordance

‘with its laws grant exempnon from all customs

duties, taxes and related charges other than

~ charges for storage or simildr services in respect o
o=

._A‘ (@) arttcles for the off:t:lal use of the s
S 'consular post ) o

7' () arucles for the personal use of a_
B 'consular offlcet or membcrs of. h:s e
. .famlly mcludmg articies for: his

. establishment. Thc articles: mte,nduad.w=
TR for consumption. shall not exceed the.;.ﬁ:"_i__
-7 quantities stlpulated by any rules or.':

. "regulations of .the" recewmg Statc in

¥ relatlon thereto '

"::"(5) The"receiving Staté shall -éfe'ni'pt S
" members of the consular post and members of

their famlhes from all _personal services and
rmhtary oblxganons or contnbuuons

( 6) In the event of thc death ofa mcmber ofa

consular post or a member of his famlly, the
" receiving State’shall permit thc ‘export of his :
~ - movable property other than any articles that -

may be prohibited and shall not levy any duties
on tﬁe transfers of movable property of thc
deccascd

.
M




N R -QSTS::NSRILAN

3 Profccuon qf 7P_- Th : ‘recewmg State shall’ protect the '

elnises.
Premises. - sonsular premlses from which a consular post

¥ N P ‘headed by a. honorary consular ofﬁcer

?f 3 dlscbarges lts functrons j ‘ - ;

R N .Exunpnon 7Q The consular premnses of the sendmg ‘ _ :
o - from - . ’ S
A ' axation. Stateshallbe exempt from all national taxation e
i - in respect of acts. performed in. the course of P T \

thetr consular functions : Provided that such
exemptton shall not. extend t0:the’ payment S
requu‘cd 10 ]be made in reSpect of. spccrf‘ c
secwces rendcred o

- -'ll:lrliol«'.lbifitjt" 7R The consutar archtves and documents of .
- . af consuilar.-

P archives. - a honorary consular post shal[ be mvuotable ‘
: _Exempt:on o 7s. .The reccrvmg State may in accordance o
| .;g'u"t'l';sc“s“’m‘ with its laws grant exemption from all cistoms- .
s duties, taxes|and related charges other than RS
B charges for storage or srmrlar services supphed R
ST byoratthe instance of thie sending State forthe L
e ofﬁc:al use of the’ honorary consular post S
e ST Appearance'-_; 71 threproceedmgs are msntuted agarnst B
Ea " aterimipal
S -pmcccdmgs an’ honorary consular officer; he must appear ;
e S beforethecompetentauthormes howeversuch .
e L © proceedings must be conducted with due . S
- vespect to. his offi crtr! pos:uon o ' R

' Prulcclwﬂ of - 7y, Tbe recewmo State shall accord all
honorary .

consular  protection to an honorary consular officer as
officers. . befits his posmon. ' ' '
4
L ] ) -
| "
. : .
y
. w
- f )
e A
R




Tt

honorary consu!a_ officers from all persona]
‘services and " mrIrtary oblrgauons or
‘ .'contrlbuuons. e ‘

(3) An honorary consular ofﬁcer shall be
---_;_exempt from all_dues and taxes -on the S
L " rémuneration and emoluments if any, whictihe =~ -
- .-receives from the: sendmg State for the” .
Voo e perfon'nance of hm consular functrons

APP“"“"”"V 7w The provrsrons of sectron 7D to ’IJ of Part
ofthe . Hofthish licable to C. !
& provisions of H© this ctasareapp 1cab eto areerConsu ar

. “sections 70 to" - Posts shall mutatis mumndrs apply, to and m

., 71 to this. Part. ;Telation-to. Honorary Consular Posts.-

" '“5"““’“"" 8 The prmcrpal enactment is hereby amended by the™
“heading: before -

" gection 8 of the” . - msemon immediately before sectlon 8 of that enactment, of v S

. principal - the followmg headmg — .. ORI EREY T T n ;
;euactment T ST A
‘ ' ’ P W“PARTIV L e e

"*__lnsgi'tioﬁ-qf new . 9, The followmg hew sectrons are hereby mserted .

;:ci::":ﬁ -c'.s“ and: - - -1mmedrately after section 8 of the principal enactment and - SR ®©
principal : shall have effect as SECthl‘lS 8A and SB of that enactment = S ' | -
‘enactment. - - - ‘, -

e A -"Respect for SA. (1) Wrthout prejudu.e to the pr;vrleves, .
b7 thelaws and ‘-_and immunities enjoyed by ‘persons to whom .
T :';E“l':é:::fl:f the provisions of this Act-applies, every such - o

State. - g person shall respect the laws and' regulations of o .-
N , ‘ o the receiving State. They shall also haveaduty '
o - ot to interfere in: the 1nternal affans of the
s o recelvmg State.
» .f
! S
RS
>



. consular funcuons. ,

_ _,_Lin‘uin:& e 83 Consularofﬁccrs who are natlonalsof 01",- -,
TR ",\T,[:;;“_"y are porrﬂanently reS|dent in, the receiving Statc 5
o oo cconsutar - shall enjoy only 1mmumly from’ _]U!‘lSdlCthl‘l
. T -_'.‘Of‘ﬁcf?fs are and personal mvnolabllrty in rcspect of official .
77": :‘::L(:ﬂ?;ior .acts performed in thc cxercrse of therr.
1!‘ . Siate. } . ,'functlons .
| o 10, ‘nectlon 11 of thc prmclpal enactment. is hercby‘ Amendment of

ramonded by the repeal of the deﬁmuon of the. expressions ";';'l‘:;';:ll of the .0 .7
consular functions” and “consular offrccr andthe. - enactment,

S B .
o ‘substltuuon thercfor of the followmg definitions :—

consular archrves mcludes all papers, documcnts '
-'.-’cor:cspondence l"JOO]\S, fllms tapes and
:'rcgrsters of the consular ‘post, tpgethcr WIth'f-
the ciphers and codes the card - indexes and -
- any, article of furniture. intended. for thelr,

j--prolectlon orsafekeepmg,r o O
I

. consular tuncnons moans any consular funcuon.
) authorlzcd by any written'law, or any consular o
' funcuon specified in the Schedule hereto. and".
“shall in addition lnclude any function - . oL
rcfened to in sections 3,4, 5,6 and 7 of this” -~ .~ . - . 1

“consular officer” means any person, including the
head of a consular post, entrusted with'the -
exercise of consulnr functlons

e —————

“consular post” means and consulate - general,
' consulate, vice- consulate, consulate agency
or honorary consulate ; E
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b Senihi e stk ree e 2

.|r'respect.- / wriership, Which; 1514
cxcluswely for the purposes of the ccfn
ofﬁcc.. . :

Sinhala text to " 11, In the event of any mconsnstency betwcen the Smhala

..+ prevail in case of :md Tamll tcxts ‘of this Act the' Stnhala text sha!l prcvall
V-ihi:onsisten(:y. B S . ‘ L .
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